
1 

 

 

SPEECH DELIVERED BY THE PRESIDENT/CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL, THE CHARTERED 

INSTITUTE OF BANKERS OF NIGERIA (CIBN), PROFESSOR SEGUN AJIBOLA, Ph.D, FCIB 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE WELCOME COCKTAIL RECEPTION AT THE 22ND WORLD 

CONFERENCE OF BANKING INSTITUTES (WCBI), HELD AT THE EKO HOTEL AND SUITES, 

VICTORIA ISLAND, LAGOS ON APRIL 24, 2017.  

Protocol  

I welcome you all to this Cocktail Reception, a precursor to the World Conference of Banking 

Institutes (WCBI) scheduled to commence in full swing tomorrow, April 25, 2017.  I am highly 

elated with the overwhelming interests of so many distinguished guests and delegates who have 

committed to participating at the first ever WCBI to be held in West Africa.  No doubt, this cocktail 

marks the beginning of a promising event both in the history of the World Conference and Nigeria 

as a country. 

Our Royal Highnesses, your presence with us today is indeed humbling together with those who 

would be present at the different Sessions of the Conference.  

 His Royal Highness, Oba Rilwan Babatunde Akiolu, CON, Oba of Lagos;  

 His Majesty, Igwe Nnaemeka Alfred Achebe, CFR, mni, Obi of Onitsha;  

 His Imperial Majesty, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, Ojaja II, Ooni of Ife;  

 His Highness, Sarkin Kano, Mallam Muhammed Sanusi II, CON;  

 His Royal Majesty, Oba Oladipupo James Kolade (Oluwademilade 1), Olupoti of Ipoti-Ekiti; 

 His Royal Majesty, Oba Kayode Kupolokun, Obalaaye of Ejiyan-Ekiti 
 

Your presence is an encouraging testament of the unprecedented support The Chartered Institute 

of Bankers Nigeria (CIBN) has received from all of you during the planning and preparation for this 

Conference. 

To our foreign delegates, I welcome you all to Lagos, our own Centre of Excellence, with people 

from diverse caste, colour, tribes, tongues and professions. We celebrate Lagos at 50, the State 

which is a melting pot for all Nigerian tribes. A victory for Lagos is indeed a victory for the entire 

nation. 

I welcome you to Nigeria, a land of great minds, the largest black population in the world and the 

economic hub of the African Continent.  This event is a great opportunity for you not only to rub 

minds and share ideas with other banking professionals across the world, it also affords you the 

privilege of experiencing the warm hospitality of Nigerian people and our rich financial and cultural  
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heritage. I have no doubt that your stay in Lagos, though brief, would be both intellectually 

stimulating and personally enriching.  

To all local delegates, I congratulate you all as our winning bid to host the WCBI in Nigeria is a 

victory for us all. This Conference is indeed a sign of progress for our dear country Nigeria.  

It is imperative for me to acknowledge the fact that in its 42-year run, the WCBI had featured 

topical issues of overarching importance to the financial services industry. In the same spirit, the 

22nd edition would discuss Rethinking the Future of Banking & Finance and Life-Long Learning. 

This theme is indeed germane considering the various disruptions being experienced in the 

banking and finance industry and the changing dynamics of human capital requirements in the 

industry necessitating a strategic approach to life-long learning.  

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, the hosting of this Conference has received support from our 

stakeholders. CIBN is pleased to dedicate the success of this Conference to the unalloyed 

commitments and support of our sponsors – The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN); The Nigeria 

Deposit Insurance Corporation (NDIC); all Deposit Money Banks; Merchant Banks; Mortgage and 

Microfinance Banks; Government Ministries, Department and Agencies (MDAs); Lagos State, Risk 

Managers Association of Nigeria (RIMA), and the Diplomatic Community. Our international 

collaborators also deserve a special mention – Chartered Institute of Management Accountants 

(CIMA) and Finance Accreditation Agency (FAA).  

I give kudos to the Organizing Committee, ably led by Dr Segun Aina, OFR, FCIB, Past President, 

CIBN and supported by two eminent Co-Chairmen- Otunba (Mrs) ’Debola Osibogun, FCIB, 

Immediate Former President, CIBN and Mr Nnamdi Okonkwo, HCIB, Managing Director/Chief 

Executive, Fidelity Bank Plc. Together with your team members, you have done what Napoleon 

could not do! Dr Aina, OFR, FCIB and Otunba (Mrs) Osibogun, FCIB were not only instrumental to 

the successful bidding to host the Conference but they have put arrangements in place to ensure 

that the 4-day Conference is indeed worth the time and sacrifices made by all participants.  

It is also worthy of note that the CIBN Management, ably led by Mr ’Seye Awojobi, FCIB, 

Registrar/Chief Executive, provided the necessary drive and coordination to guarantee the success 

of this Conference.    

Once again I welcome you all. Enjoy your evening and stay in Nigeria.  

Professor Segun Ajibola, Ph.D., FCIB 

President/Chairman of Council  

The Chartered Institute of Bankers Nigeria 

April 24, 2017  


